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Every three and four year old child
in Salford is now guaranteed a free
part-time nursery place. In our area,
nearly 5,000 free nursery places have
been taken up by local children. 

Hazel with children at St Sebastian’s 
RC Primary School

Raise Cash 
For Sick Kids
Bike-mad Hazel Blears took part in
the annual motorbike charity ride
alongside 1,500 bikers. 

The bikers drove from Cadishead 
to the Royal Manchester Childrens’
Hospital to raise cash for Francis

House children’s hospice in
Didsbury. Over £18,000 was raised.
Along the way Hazel met Corrie star
Simon Gregson. She said: 

Hazel with some of the young people
and volunteers

A Sure Start For Salford Families

Hazel with Eloise Salmon and 
her life-sized cut-out as part of
the Send My Friend to School
challenge at St Philip’s 
Primary School

Hazel reading to children 
at The Big Read at 
The Lowry Outlet

Hazel Blears voted for free local
nursery places in Parliament. 
She said: “Free nursery places 
are an important part of the support
local mums and dads need. With
schemes such as Sure Start, and the
Working Families Tax Credit, local
families are getting the help they need.”

Hazel Blears – working for you in Salford

Hazel with Coronation Street
actor, Simon Gregson

Beacon Centre Shines Light
On a Better Future

The new Beacon Centre will help take
young people off the streets, learn new
skills, and give them a better future. 

Hazel Blears said: “The Beacon
Centre offers real hope to local young
people. I wish it every success in
helping the next generation of
athletes, musicians, engineers 
and computer programmers.”

Hundreds of Salford youngsters 
are set to benefit from a £2.5
million centre for young people 
at Albion High School in
Charlestown.

Local lads and lasses will be able 
to use the new gym, recording
studio, computer café, and take
advice from the careers service. 

�it was a great day 
and for a great cause.�
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Hope Hospital is aiming to 
win foundation trust status. 
That means it will join the 
best hospitals in the country 
and win greater investment 
for local health services. 

NHS Foundation Trusts have 
a membership of local people 
and staff who decide the future
direction of the hospital. 

Hazel Blears was one of the 
first people to sign up to 
become a member. 
She said: “I am pleased to join 
the Salford Royal NHS Foundation
Trust – it is a great opportunity for
local people to get involved in their
NHS and have a real say. I urge
everyone to become a member.”

For further information and an
application form, you should 
write to: Foundation Trust Project
Group, Trust Executive, Hope
Hospital, Stott Lane, Salford, 
M6 8HD. Alternatively visit the
website: www.srht.nhs.uk/
foundationappliction.htm
and complete the online application

Hope Hospital Seeks
Foundation Status

Hazel Blears is fighting to save Hope
Hospital’s maternity unit, which the
local NHS is threatening to close. 

Hazel sought an urgent meeting 
with health minister Liam Byrne MP.
She argued for Hope to keep its
maternity unit, and told the minister
that local people deserved the best
possible health services. 

Hazel signing the membership
form with David Dalton, 
Chief Executive of Hope
Hospital and two local nurses

Hazel campaigning with Karl and
Sarah Brookes and baby Ben

Pensioners in Salford, as well as
receiving winter fuel allowance
worth £200, can also take
advantage of the Warm Front
Programme. This programme
offers pensioners on Pension
Credit free installation of central
heating and also offers all other
pensioner households without
central heating £300 towards the
cost of installing it. Anyone who
think they may be eligible for the
Warm Front Scheme can contact
Warm Front on 0800 33 66 99.

From April 2006 free off peak
travel on all public transport,
including metrolink in Greater
Manchester for everyone over 
60 and all disabled people.

For more information telephone
the Passenger Transport
Authority on 0161 242 6116

Hazel Blears – working for you in Salford

Two pensioners with their 
travel passes

Extra Help For
Salford Pensioners 

Every child born in the UK after 
1st September 2002 is owed £250 
by the Government. 

Child Trust Funds, or ‘baby bonds’
are vouchers worth £250 that parents 
can put in a bank or building society 
until the children are 18. 

They can be topped up by friends 
and family, and help a young adult 
get a head start in life.

For more information about 
how to get your free money, call 
0845 302 1470or look at the website
www.childtrustfund.gov.uk

Don’t Miss Out
On Your FREE
Cash From The
Government

Hazel Fights 
To Keep 
Maternity Unit
at Hope
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Local Athletes
Prepare For Olympics

Hazel and Sir Alex Ferguson
opening the Sport Village on
March 10th 2006 

Newsflash

Nearly a hundred volunteers were 
recognised for their achievements in 
sports, working with young people, 
looking after people’s health, protecting 
the environment, tackling crime and caring 
for older people at the first-ever Lower 
Kersal and Charlestown Oscars evening. 

Hazel presented an award. She said: 

“It was an honour to meet 
so many of the wonderful 
people who do so much 
for our community.”

Budding Olympic athletes can
start their training in style at the
new Salford Sports Village on
Littleton Road, Kersal. The new
facility, open in March 2006, has
several grass football pitches
and two all-weather pitches,
with floodlights. 

Coaching is provided by Salford
Community Leisure and the
Manchester Football Association.

You can also try aerobics, Tai Chi,
classes for the over-50s, and Fun City
Tots for the under-fives.

Hazel Blears commented: 
“If Salford is to have athletes 
in the 2012 Olympics, they
will be found training at the
Sports Village. For the rest of
us – there are plenty of sports
and activities to keep us fit.”

Hazel ensures a level playing field
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STAY SAFE IN 2006
In January, as Home Office
Minister, Hazel launched the
second annual SAFE national
anti-robbery week in schools.

Around 40% of all victims of
street crime are people under
the age of 21, SAFE provides
the information young people
need to keep themselves safe
from street crime. 

For more information,
go to www.crimestoppers-
uk.org/solving/safe

And The Winner Is…

Ways to contact Hazel Blears
• WRITEto Hazel at the House of Commons,

London SW1A 0AA

• WRITEto her constituency office at 
Jubilee House, 51 The Crescent, 
Salford M5 4WX

• PHONEher constituency office 
on 0161 925 0705

• FAXthe constituency office 
on 0161 743 9173

• VISITone of her constituency surgeries 
(call 0161 925 0705 for details)

• EMAIL blearsh@parliament.uk

• VISITwww.hazelblears.labour.co.uk
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Hazel with Amir Khan,
Olympic Silver Medallist,
helping to punch home
the message to stay safe
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